
  •  ECBID constructed two major siphons crossing Lind Coulee
       and installed major control structures.
All this work has been completed on time and under the cost estimat-

ed by engineers. Thus, ECBID has funds available for the Warden Siphon. 
Work remaining on the ELC expansion portion of the Odessa Ground 

Water Replacement Program includes the Kansas Prairie 1 and 2 siphons, 
a major check structure at canal mile 71.5, minor excavation and eight 
Adams and Grant County road bridges.
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Since 1964, we have supported the Columbia
Basin Project and its future development.
We protect its water rights and educate the
public on the renewable resource and 
multiple-purpose bene�ts of the project.

Volume 6, Issue 9
OCTOBER 2016 NEWSLETTER

IN THIS ISSUEWarden Siphon Project Funded with 2013 Grant   

At a recent Board meeting, the East Columbia Basin Irrigation District 
(ECBID) Board of Directors awarded the contract for construction of the 
Warden Siphon to Rotschy, Inc. with a total bid of $1,714,625. This is the same 
company that recently delivered the two Lind Coulee Siphons on time and 
under budget.

The Warden Siphon is about two miles southwest of the City of Warden 
and is the next siphon downstream of the Lind Coulee Siphons; one of three 
remaining siphons necessary to complete expansion of the East Low Canal 
(ELC). 

This project will be funded through the existing $26 million Department of 
Ecology O�ce of Columbia River (OCR) grant. This grant was initially autho-
rized by the legislature through appropriations in the 2013-15 Capital Budget. 
Like many Capital Budget projects that require signi�cant time for planning, 
design, and construction, this appropriation was continued in the current 
2015-17 Capital Budget (enacted during the 2015 session). 

In 2013, when work began in earnest to expand the ELC, ECBID was uncer-
tain whether the Warden Siphon could be funded by the original OCR grant. A 
lot of work had to happen between then and now, and the potential for fund-
ing to be exhausted by that work was not unlikely;

    •   ECBID sta� completed excavation of ELC to increase carrying 
         capacity by removing over 3.3 million cubic yards of material.
    •  Construction of a new Leisle Road bridge and the Calloway Road 
        canal prism expansion for Adams County.
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Mike Schwisow, Director of Government Relations

CBDL Conference to Feature AWB’s Gary Chandler
as Keynote Speaker    

Join us at the 2016 CBDL 
Conference on November 3 at Big 
Bend Community College in 
Moses Lake to hear from a rich 
line-up of speakers.  The program 
highlights the e�orts that 
brought us to where we are today 
with over 671,000 acres of 
productive irrigated lands. 
Speakers will cover the impor-
tance of continued infrastructure 
investment to ensure water deliv-
ery providing the many bene�ts Gary Chandler, AWB Vice President of 

Government A�airs.



with funding identi�ed for the 
Warden Siphon project. Both the 
East Columbia Basin Irrigation 
District as well as Quincy Columbia 
Basin Irrigation District are seeking 
board nominations. Read on for 
information on how to nominate. 
We also have an update about last 
minute legislation that will ensure 
that federal business continues, 
including US Bureau of Reclama-
tion operations, past the elections. 

2016 OFFICERS 
Orman Johnson - Chair 
Connell
Kevin Lyle - Vice Chair
Othello
Milton Johnston - Past Chair 
Ellensburg
Jake Wollman Jr - Treasurer
Warden
Je� Schibel - Secretary
Odessa

2016 TRUSTEES  
Mark Booker, Othello
JJ Danz, Mesa
Andy Erickson, Moses Lake
Bernard Erickson, Ritzville
Ron Fode, Moses Lake
Joe Gross, Marlin
Roger Hartwig, Ritzville
Matt Hawley, Pasco
Clark Kagele, Odessa
Michele Kiesz, Ritzville
Mike LaPlant, Ephrata
Benjamin Leavitt, Warden
Rick Miller, Pasco
John Moody, Ephrata
Alice Parker, Royal City
Chet Pedersen, Quincy
Reid Phillips, Ritzville
Dale Pomeroy, Warden
John Preston, Warden
Eli Stahl, Ritzville
Mark Stedman, Davenport
David Stevens, Wilson Creek
Richard Stevens, Soap Lake
William Wagoner, Quincy

STAFF 
Vicky Scharlau
Executive Director 
Mike Schwisow
Director of Government A�airs
Kris Polly
Federal Advocate 
Sara Cornell
Program Manager
Kate Taylor
Executive Services Manager
Amanda Brack
Program Assistant
Communications Coordinator 
Rachel Burgoon,
Program Assistant 
Debbie Sands
Business Manager

From the Chair
Orman Johnson

CBDL Conference to Feature AWB’s Gary Chandler as Keynote Speaker 
Continued from page 1    

The CBDL Conference is right 
around the corner on November 3 
at Big Bend Community College in 
Moses Lake! Have you registered? 
Register online today, www.cb-
dl.org, and SHARE the opportunity 
to attend with someone you know. 
This is a great opportunity to come 
together, learn, network, and 
support the continued develop-
ment of the Columbia Basin 
Project!

In October, progress continued 
on the East Low Canal expansion 
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of the Project. 
Hear from our Keynote Speaker, former Washington State Representative, Gary Chandler, who now serves as 

the Vice President of Government A�airs for the Association of Washington Business (AWB). Chandler’s address 
is titled, “Vision for CBP Completion: A Road Paved with Grit, Perseverance, and Collaboration.”

Chandler is the AWB’s chief lobbyist and directs its legislative and regulatory programs. As a legislator, Chan-
dler co-chaired the House Agriculture and Ecology Committee and served on the Natural Resources and Trans-
portation committees during the last legislative session. He was �rst elected to the legislature in 1990 from 
Moses Lake and served in a legislative seat once occupied by his father, Glyn. Chandler has also been a member 
of AWB’s Board of Directors. He owns The UPS Store in Moses Lake. He was a hay farmer, apple orchardist, former 
manager of the family’s farm implement dealership and Grant County Commissioner.

Registration will be available on-site or call 509-782-9442. 

ECBID and QCBID Seeking Board Nominations     
The �ling period is now open through November 7, 5:00 PM, for Director positions on the respective boards 

for East Columbia Basin Irrigation District (ECBID) and Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District (QCBID). 
East Columbia Basin Irrigation District
To serve as an ECBID Director, an individual must be a quali�ed voter within the Division he or she represents. 

To qualify as a voter, an individual must own land included within the ECBID and vote in the Director Division in 
which he or she resides or is nearest to his or her residence.

The open Director position is for Division Five. Orman Johnson of Othello is the incumbent. Division Five is 
located in Franklin County and Adams County, bounded on the north by the Grand/Adams County line and on 
the east by the ECBID boundary. The west boundary of Division Five follows Booker Road from the Grant/Adams 
County line to Cunningham Road, it then follows Cunningham road to the east for three miles to the range line 
separating Ranges 30 and 31 East (Fox Road and its extension) which it follows to the Franklin/Adams County 
line. 

The term will be for three years beginning in January 2017.
For more information, contact the East District’s main o�ce in Othello at 509-488-9671. The main o�ce is 

located at 55 North 8th, Othello, WA.
Continued on Page 3
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“It is better to try big things, even though checkered by failure,

than to rank with those poor souls who neither enjoy much

nor su�er much.” 

                                                                                   –Theodore Roosevelt

Continued on Page 4

9th Hour Stop-Gap Bill Funds USBR and Other Federal Operations
Ian Lyle, Water Strategies LLC

“No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law” these words, found in Article I, Section 9 of the 
United States Constitution, invest Congress with one of its most basic and important powers, the power of the purse.  By exercising this power, Congress 
can help set priorities for federal government operations and guide our nation’s course.

Congress has historically exercised its �scal power through a set of appropriations bills aimed at funding speci�c segments of the government. How-
ever, in recent years it has become increasingly common for Congress to turn to short term funding measures like a Continuing Resolution or large 
multiagency omnibus appropriations bills. It has been more than a decade since the last time Congress passed a majority of its appropriations bills 
under regular order; indicating that this issue is not speci�c to any one political party. Funding government operations under continuing resolutions or 
omnibus appropriations can, for better or worse, impact how federal agencies operate and, in some cases how it handles procurement and the alloca-
tion of grant funding.  

The federal �scal year runs October 1 through September 30. If funds have not been made available by September 30, Congress runs the risk of a 
government shutdown and the limitation of government services. For irrigators, many of which are still running water into October, a full federal shut-
down on October 1 can prove challenging. 

In 2013, the last time the federal government shutdown, the US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) furloughed most of its sta� but made it a priority to 
ensure that water deliveries were maintained. Water users believed that water deliveries would be prioritized again if another shutdown occurred this 
year. Fortunately, they did not have to �nd out how USBR and other federal agencies would respond to a shutdown. Congress was able to avoid, at least 
temporarily, a government shutdown by sending a Continuing Resolution to the President just days before the end of the �scal year. 

On September 28 both the House and Senate passed H.R. 5325, the Continuing Appropriations and Military Construction, Veterans A�airs, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017, and Zika Response and Preparedness Act. The President signed the bill into law on September 29, thirty-six 
hours before the end of the �scal year. Division C of H.R. 5325 contains language which extends federal funding, including funding for the USBR, to be 
maintained at just below current levels (a reduction of about ½ of a percent) through December 9, 2016. This will carry federal operations past the 
elections and give Congress an opportunity to work on a more long term funding solution. 

ECBID and QCBID Seeking Board Nominations Continued from page 2    

Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District
The open Director positions for QCBID include Division Three, Division Four, and Division Seven. Phil Stadelman is presently serving as Director of 

Division Three, covering all of Range 25 and south to Frenchman Hills. Mike LaPlant is presently serving as Director in Division Four, covering all of 
Range 26 and south to the Frenchman Hills. Derek Allred is presently serving as Director of Division Seven, covering all that portion of the Royal Slope 
area lying west of Dodson Road, north to include Block 81 and that portion of Block 80 laying west of Dodson Road and south to the QCBID boundary.

The term will be for three years.
For more information please call the QCBID o�ce at 509-787-3591 or the Royal City O�ce, 509-346-2301.

What Does it Take to Keep the Largest
Reclamation Project Going?    

$4.16 billion! That’s the cumulative economic activity generated as a 
result of the Columbia Basin Project…each year!

We have much to celebrate at this year’s CBDL Conference, but there is 
more to do to complete and maintain the largest Reclamation project in 
US history. Join CBP stakeholders and experts as we explore options for 
continued development on Thursday, November 3 at the ATEC Building, 
Big Bend Community College, Moses Lake. Our future depends on it, and 
you can make a di�erence!
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What Does it Take to Keep the Largest
Reclamation Project Going? Continued from page 3   

UPCOMING EVENTS
CBDL Conference

Thursday, November 3, 2016

ATEC, Big Bend Community College, 

Moses Lake

This year, the CBDL Ra�e is back by popular demand. Proceeds from 
the ra�e help o�-set conference costs and support League e�orts. Tickets 
are only $1 and will be available on site.

Updated Agenda

2016 Columbia River Basin Supply & Demand Forecast
Jennifer Adam, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, WSU-Pullman and Associate Director, 
State of Washington Water Research Center

Infrastructure Needs, What it Takes to Keep Things Going
Lorri Lee, USBR Paci�c Northwest Regional Director

A View from the Canals
Dave Solem, SCBID 
Nate Andreini, ECBID
Darvin Fales, QCBID 
Clint Wertz, USBR Ephrata Field O�ce
 
Politics and Federal Financing 
Ian Lyle, Water Strategies, Washington DC
 
Odessa Successes and Challenges: Financing, Funding, and Construction
Tom Tebb, Director, O�ce of the Columbia River, Department of Ecology 

Next Steps for Odessa Ground Water Replacement Program 
Construction | Nate Andreini, ECBID
Federal Funding and Financing | Mike Schwisow, Government Relations 
Director, CBDL
State Funding and Bonds | Washington State Senator Judy Warnick

Keynote Address:  Vision for CBP Completion: A Road Paved with 
Grit, Perseverance and Collaboration
Gary Chandler, Vice President Government A�airs, 
Association of Washington Business

Register at 509-782-9442, in advance, or onsite on November 3, as 
space is available. 

CBDL Board Meeting

Wednesday, December 14, 2016

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Simplot, Moses Lake

Roosevelt’s Reaction: ‘We’ll build it!’ 
Wenatchee World, July 8, 1983
By Rufus Woods

LOOKING BACK

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt considered the construc-

tion of Grand Coulee Dam as one of his greatest political accom-

plishments, according to his son, Elliott.

Elliott Roosevelt, now living in Bellevue, had just graduated from 

college when his father gave the go ahead for the Columbia Basin 

Project in 1933. Now in his 70s, he operates a commercial fertilizer 

company in Arlington. He also lectures on government policy. 

“It was one of the projects approved early on in his administration,” 

Roosevelt recalled. His father was a supporter because of the 

“promise it held out for low electricity costs and for the opening 

up and development of such a large area for irrigation.”

The construction of Grand Coulee Dam also provided thousands 

of jobs for unemployed laborers during the 1930s. 

“You have to remember that when Grand Coulee Dam was built, 

we had a very high unemployment rate in the state. It did a great 

deal to help and assist getting many families in gainful employ-

ment.”

Roosevelt’s predecessor in the White House, Herbert Hoover, 

had been reluctant to approve the multi-million-dollar project, to 

the dismay of dam enthusiasts in North Central Washington. 

When Roosevelt was elected in 1932, the dam proponents 

found they had a friend in the White House. 

During the 1932 presidential campaign, Roosevelt had given a 

clear indication of where he stood on the issue.

“The next great hydroelectric development to be undertaken by 

the federal government must be that on the Columbia River,” said 

His father was a supporter because of the “promise 
it held out for low electricity costs and for the open-
ing up and development of such a large area for 
irrigation.”

“It means cheap manufacturing production, econo-
my, and comfort on the farm and in the household.”

Continued on Page 5
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LOOKING BACK Continued from page 4 

“The truth of the matter is,” said Roosevelt, that 
Grand Coulee Dam “changed the entire economic 
climate of the Paci�c Northwest.”

Roosevelt during a stop in Portland, OR. “It means cheap manufac-

turing production, economy, and comfort on the farm and in the 

household.”

He lived up to his word the following year, when he met with Sen. 

Clarence Dill and state Grange leader Albert Goss. After listening to 

their concerns, Roosevelt is said to have proclaimed, “We’ll build it.”

Roosevelt, without so much as asking for congressional approval, 

promised �nancing to Dill and Goss. 

The act was legalized in 1936, when Congress passed the Parker 

Dam Bill, allowing federal money to be used in the construction of 

major energy facilities. 

The Columbia Basin Project was one of several reclamation 

projects approved during Roosevelt’s New Deal years, including the 

Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Until that time, private power companies monopolized the 

generation and sale of electricity. Power shortages were becoming 

common and the companies were charging up to 15 times what it 

cost to produce the electricity.  

President Roosevelt, according to his son, described these 

utilities as “economic royalists.” 

“They didn’t feel they had any responsibility to anybody else, and 

he brought them into the 20th Century,” said Elliott Roosevelt.

He described his father as “a man of action and innovation…and 

at that time we needed innovators.”

Those projects helped turn the tide of power ownership from the 

private sector to the public arena.

He asserts that the Columbia Basin Project was “probably done 

before its time, but was done at a cost far less than if we had waited 

for 20 or 30 years until the necessity was forced on us to build it.

“The truth of the matter is,” said Roosevelt, that Grand Coulee 

Dam “changed the entire economic climate of the Paci�c Northwest.” 

Oregon and Washington were able to develop huge acreage which 

prior to that time were entirely desert and absolutely useless.

“An enormous amount of the good living that is available in the 

state of Washington came…as a result of complete development of 

the Columbia River Basin.”

HELP US SAVE ON MAILING COSTS!

CBDL MEMBERSHIP 

The steadfast commitment of CBDL members is making history! 

Member support keeps Columbia Basin Project development 

moving forward. 

Become a member or renew your membership on or before 

November 3 and be entered to win a $100 gift card for Michaels on 

the Lake. The winner will be drawn at the CBDL Conference.

       Join at www.cbdl.org or complete the form on p. 6. 

Help us save on printing and mailing costs by opting to receive 
an email version of this newsletter.

Visit www.cbdl.org to sign up, or send us an email: info@cbdl.org.
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THANKS TO OUR 2016 MEMBERS
Sustaining

JR Simplot Co

Warden Hutterian Brethren

Leadership

ConAgra Foods/Lamb Weston

Premier

Washington State Potato Commission

Major

Big Bend Electric Cooperative

City of Othello

Connell 76 LLC

Evergreen Implement

Grant County Commissioners

Underwriter

Adams County Board of Commissioners

David Stevens

Johnson Agriprises

McCain Foods USA Inc

S & C Ranching Inc

Supporter 

McGregor Company

RDO Equipment Co

Washington State Tree Fruit Association

Wells Fargo Insurance Services

Zirkle Fruit Company

Corporate

Ag World Support Systems

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

CHS Connell Grain

East Columbia Basin Irrigation District

Friehe Farms

Inland Power & Light Company

KeyBank

Lincoln County Commissioners

Marlin Hutterian Brethren

National Frozen Foods Corporation 

Nelson Irrigation Corp

Northwest Farm Credit Services

Quincy Foods LLC

Stahl Hutterian Brethren

Twin City Foods Inc

Valley Fruit Orchards LLC

Washington Trust Bank

Member

501 Consultants Inc

A Randal Dickinson

Adams County Development Council 

(ACDC)

Adams County Water Conservancy Board

Ag Ventures NW

AGRI/Com Appraisals

AgriBusiness Council

Airway Farms Inc

Alan Voise

Alford Farms

Alligare LLC

Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc.

Anderville Farms Inc-Mattawa

Arlie Updegrave

Avista

Baird Orchards

Bee Dee Farms Inc

Berglund Farms

Big Bend Ag Appraisals

Bill Watson

Black Sands Irrigation District

Blue Sun Farms Inc

Boersma Farms, Inc

BR Bair Farms Inc

Brad Hirz

Bruce & Diana Carlson Inc

Burk Waluke Enterprises

Burk Waluke Enterprises

Canyon Crest Farms

Carpenter McGuire & DeWulf PS

Cecelia Quirk

Cegnar Company

Central Bonded Collectors

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Columbia Agricultural Consultants Inc

Columbia Bank

Columbia Basin Machine Co Inc

Condon Dental Services

Country Financial

Crop Production Services

D&D Gilbert Farms

Dan Piper Farm

Dano Law Firm PS

Darrel A Kulm Ranches Inc

Don Beus

Donald Stucky

Earthbourne Resources Inc

East Basin Ag LLC

EL & JH Ray Farms LLC

Envoy Mortgage

Erickson Orchards Inc

Flying T LLC

Fode Land Co LLC

Franklin County Commissioners

Fresno Valves & Castings Inc

GDL Farms

Giselle Wiederhielm Farm

Gish Farms

Glen Bair Farms

Grange Supply Company of Odessa

Grant County EDC

Grant County PUD

Grigg Farms

H Lee Farms Inc

Haricot Farms Inc/Central Bean Co

HDR Engineering Inc

Helena Chemical Company

Hendrix Farms LLC

Hennigar Welding LLC

Henry Field

Hilmes Construction Inc

Irrigation Components International

Isaak Brothers

ITC Services Inc

J&E Schafer Farms Inc

J&S Myers Inc

Jack L Gilbert & Sons Inc

Jacklin Seed by Simplot 7 



Paci�c Northwest Waterways Association

Patty Kagele Farms Inc

Perkins & Zlatich CPAs PS

Pete Beaumont Farms LLC

Phillips Family Farms, LLC

Phillips Ranch Corp

Piper Ranch

Pomeroy Farms/Port of Warden

Port of Mattawa

Port of Pasco

Port of Royal Slope

Port of Warden/Grant County District #8

Prior Farms LLC

Qualls Agricultural Laboratory Inc

Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District

R&J Lyle LLC

R&L St Hilaire LLC

Radach Farms Inc

RAFCO Inc

Reed Benedict

RH2 Engineering Inc

Richard Erickson

Richard LeMargie

Richard Quirk

Richard Stevens

RJ Circle Farms Inc

Rod Rottinghaus Farms

Rosebud Vineyards Inc

RP Stucky Properties LLC

SAC Enterprises Inc

Sackmann Law O�ce

Sand Ridge Farms Inc

SC Communications Inc

Schibel Farms Inc

Schneider Farms - Pasco LLC

Schroeder Law O�ces PC

Schutte Farms Inc

Schwisow & Associates

Seed-Rite Inc

SIDEB Inc

Skone Irrigation Warden/Pasco

Soiltest Farm Consultants Inc

South Columbia Basin Irrigation District
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THANKS TO OUR 2016 MEMBERS
James Brodie

Janett & Associates LLC

Jean Marble

Joe Schmick

Jon & Sharon Fink

Jones Produce

J-U-B Engineers Inc

Jubilant LLC

Kagele Family Farms LLC

Kelly Shinn

Kiesz Farms, Inc

L&L Ag Production LLC

Lad Irrigation Co

LaVerne Truman

Lawrence Kiesz

LC Farms Inc

Le�el Otis & Warwick PS

Lenwood Farms Inc

Leroy & Shirley Welch

Lincoln County EDC

Lincoln County Wheat Growers Association

Lindcrest Ranch

Lloyd & Karen M Harding

Lyle Family Land LLC

Lynn Pittman Farms

Marcusen Farms

Margaret Franz-Robinson

Mark Booker

Marvin and Neil JV

Mary Shinn

Matthew Kagele

McKay Seed Company

MCL Farms

Merle Gibbens

MGS AG Inc.

Middleton Family Farm

Milton Johnston

Mona Freriks

Moody Family

Moses Lake Air Service Inc

Moses Lake Irrigation & Rehabilitation District

Nancy Franz

P&P Farms

Spectrum Communications Inc

Stokrose Farms Inc.

Su-Co Land & Cattle Inc

Sunset Farms Inc

Sutter Kunkle & Thompson PS

Templin Farm Service

Terra Gold Farms Inc

The Back Forty

Thomas Guderian

Tippett Company of Washington LLC

Tom Downs Farms

Town of Washtucna

Treat Farms

Triple C Land Company

Underhill Farms Inc

Voss Farms of Pasco LLC

Wacker Farm

Wajer Farms Inc

Washington Association of Wheat Growers

Washington Association of Wine Grape Growers

Washington Fruit & Produce

Washington State Water Resources Association

Wes King Ranch

Wilbur Security Company

William Riley

Wind�ow Fertilizer Inc

Windy Prairie Inc

Reciprocal

Cashmere Chamber of Commerce

Ephrata Chamber of Commerce

Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber of Commerce

Greater Connell Area Chamber of Commerce

Greater Othello Chamber of Commerce

Greater Spokane Incorporated

Moses Lake Chamber of Commerce

Odessa Chamber of Commerce

Pasco Chamber of Commerce

Quincy Valley Chamber of Commerce

Ritzville Area Chamber of Commerce

Soap Lake Chamber of Commerce

Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce


	CBDL Newsletter final  page 01 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 02 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 03 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 04 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 05 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 06 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 07 oct 2016.pdf
	CBDL Newsletter final  page 08 oct 2016.pdf

