Tour Focuses on Bridges and Last Siphon

Mike Schwisow, Director of Government Relations, CBDL

The League and East Columbia Basin Irrigation District (ECBID) teamed up
to provide a group of Washington State Senator Patty Murray staffers with an
on-the-ground look at the East Low Canal capacity improvements that still
need to be completed. Josephine Eckert from the Senator’s Washington D.C.
staff joined the Senator’s Central Washington Director, Raquel Crowley, and
Eastern Washington Director, John Culton, on the tour led by Craig Simpson
and Jed Crowther from ECBID and Mike Schwisow, Director of Government
Relations for the League.

The tour focused on the work remaining to be done on the East Low Canal
to allow full deliveries to all of the distribution systems along the 43 miles of the
Canal, starting at 1-90 and continuing to its end near Scooteney Reservoir.
ECBID has utilized a $26 million grant from the Washington State Department
of Ecology Office of Columbia River (OCR), and has completed construction of:
the Lind Coulee 1 and 2 siphons; the Warden siphon; two county road bridges;
and 43 miles of excavation—all on time with costs less than original study
planning estimates.

The major elements that still need to be completed are the Kansas Prairie
Siphons 1 and 2, canal control structures, and 10 county road bridges. During
the excavation of the canal, when ECBID crews reached a bridge, they would
simply stop on one side and begin widening again on the other, leaving bottle-
necks in the system. These bridges will need to be lengthened to allow the
canal to be widened at those spots to allow full delivery. The work remaining to
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Since 1964, we have supported the Columbia
Basin Project and its future development.

We protect its water rights and educate the
public on the renewable resource and
multiple-purpose benefits of the project.
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be done, except for the bridges, is estimated to cost from $12.9 to $15.5
million, depending on contingencies. The bridges are expected to cost from
$1.5 to $2 million each.

The bridges problem will require different teams of partners to come
together to find a funding solution. Unlike the actual irrigation canal system
that is owned by Reclamation and operated by ECBID, the bridges are part of
the county road system. The League is working directly with the Office of the
Columbia River and Adams and Grant Counties on identifying a source of
funds for bridge replacement. Meetings have been held with the Commission-
ers of both counties to start the process. The effort will be challenging, howev-
er, as the bridges do not fit neatly within the criteria for many of the transporta-
tion granting programs. The bridges are primarily on “farm-to-market” roads,
generally in safe condition and with relatively low total traffic counts. The key
will be to communicate the fact that the bridges are a lynchpin to moving the
overall Odessa Ground Water Replacement Program (OGWRP) forward.

Replacement of bridges will allow progress on the two public policy goals
of the OGWRP, preserving the environment by reserving the remaining
ground water resource for municipal and domestic use and maintaining the
economy of the region by keeping 87,000 acres of highly productive irrigated

farmland in production. 1
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Conference. The event takes

League Weighs In On Columbia River Treaty

In August, Board member Jeff Schibel and Director of Government Relations Mike Schwisow attended a
stakeholder roundtable meeting with Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers on the subject of the
Columbia River Treaty. The Treaty, an agreement between the United States and Canada, provides for flood
control and power generation benefits in both countries. The treaty expires in 2024 with potential implica-
tions to these benefits as well as in-stream and out-of-stream uses. As an outcome of the meeting, the
League is sending a letter to the Department of State, responsible for Treaty negotiations, urging them to
fill the lead negotiator position. Without a lead negotiator, negotiations on potential changes or renewal
of the Treaty cannot progress. The League regularly communicates with Tom Tebb (Department of Ecology,
Office of the Columbia River [OCR]) and Derrick Sandison (Washington State Department of Agriculture)
who are part of the Washington State’s technical team on the Columbia River Treaty.

Trip to DC Focuses on 960-Acre Limitations

This October, the League returns to Washington, DG, for the second time this year. Joined by the Office
of the Columbia River Director, Tom Tebb, and Washington State Potato Commission Director of Govern-
ment Affairs, Matt Harris, League representatives will meet with key committee and staff members as well
as senior Reclamation staff with the primary purpose of advocating for the exclusion of OGWRP from the
960-acre limitation in the Reclamation Reform Act (RRA). Lands may be exempted from the acreage limita-
tion provision of the RRA through language in an appropriations bill or another legislative vehicle. In
response to a lawsuit against the Federal government in the 1970’s, alleging improper acreage limitation
administration, Congress passed the RRA and it was signed into law in 1982. But, the 960-acre limitation is
likely to negatively impact OGWRP as it is anticipated that it will result in limited landowner participation.
The anticipated high cost of water in the program means a lower return per acre. Landowners within the
OGWRP boundary, interested in participating in the program, would need more acres to be able to partici-
pate. As an approximate example, compare the returns to a landowner west of the canal growing 100 acres
of potatoes with a water cost of $66.00/acre with a landowner within the OGWRP boundary, also growing
100 acres of potatoes, but with a water cost of $200.00/acre. The landowner within the OGWRP boundary
would need roughly three times as many acres to generate the same revenue, all other factors being equal.
The 990-acre limitation effectively limits landowners’ ability to fully utilize the replacement water supply
made possible by OGWRP, and, thus, minimizes the potential success of OGWRP to reduce agriculture’s use
of the declining Odessa Aquifer. 2



Brenda Burman, Reclamation’s
Soon-To-Be Commissioner

Annick Miller Rivera, Senior Policy Advisor, Water Strategies

On June 26, 2017, Brenda Burman was nominated to lead the US
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation as Commissioner.
Shortly thereafter, the League submitted a letter in support of her confir-
mation. Once confirmed, Burman will be the first woman to serve in that
position.

Burman has worked for nearly 20 years on western water matters
including Tribal water settlements and Colorado River and other river
basin issues. As Commissioner, Burman will be responsible for managing
492 dams, 338 reservoirs, and over 8,000 miles of canals in the 17 western
states. While she may be the first woman Commissioner, this will not be
her first time at Reclamation; during the George W. Bush administration
she served as Deputy Commissioner for External and Intergovernmental
Affairs, and the Deputy Assistant Secretary.

Burman’s experience ranges from working as a park ranger at the
Grand Canyon to her current job as the Director of Water Policy for Arizo-
na’s Salt River Project. Prior to that, she worked for the Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California, The Nature Conservancy, and US Senator
Jon Kyl. This unique combination of experience gives her insight into how
water users are affected by federal water policies and is the reason the
Columbia Basin Development League submitted a letter of support for
her nomination to the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

As of the publication of this article, Burman’s nomination has not
reached the Senate floor for consideration. The Senate Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Committee must first approve the nomination, before it can
be considered before the full Senate.

UPCOMING EVENTS

CBDL Annual Conference
Thursday, November 2
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
ATEC, Big Bend Community College, Moses Lake, WA

National Water Resources Association 86th Conference
November 15 - 17
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, Tucson, AZ

Washington State Water Resources Association 72nd
Annual Conference
December 6 - 8, 2017
Davenport Hotel, Spokane, WA

Potholes Reservoir Supplemental Feed Route Project

Charity Davidson, Project Manager,
US Bureau of Reclamation, Ephrata Field Office

On February 15, 2007, the Office of the Columbia River published the
Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Columbia River Water Management Program. The purpose of the EIS was
to identify potential impacts associated with implementing the Manage-
ment Program, as well as several proposed projects identified as “early
action” items within the program, including the Potholes Reservoir
Supplemental Feed Route (PSFR). In 2007, Reclamation, in collaboration
with OCR, finalized an Environmental Assessment to evaluate alterna-
tives to convey water from Billy Clapp Lake through the Pinto Dam outlet
works to the Potholes Reservoir of the Columbia Basin Project (CBP) to
fulfill existing water contract obligations to the South Columbia Basin
Irrigation District (SCBID). Currently, the East Low Canal feeds water to
the SCBID but capacity in the East Low Canal is no longer sufficient for
this purpose. The preferred alternative put forth in the final Environmen-
tal Assessment included conveying water through both the Frenchman
Hills Wasteway and middle Crab Creek with a goal to deliver up to 500
cubic feet per second (CFS) during the irrigation season to the Potholes
Reservoir.

In February of 2015, 100 CFS of feed water was released from the
Pinto Dam outlet works into middle Crab Creek to “charge” the shallow
groundwater system to facilitate conveyance timing when feed water
was ramped up to 500 CFS. The feed water into middle Crab Creek was
shut off in August of 2016 due to unintended flooding as a result of
surface-groundwater interactions, primarily in locations south of Road
10 in Moses Lake. In response to these unintended consequences, Recla-
mation is deploying a “boots-on-the-ground” approach to alleviate
short-term concerns and simultaneously investigating if a better alterna-
tive exists to convey water to the Potholes Reservoir or if another source
of water is available to supplement the additional CFS necessary to meet
the goal of the PSFR.

Reclamation’s Pacific Northwest Regional Office has prioritized the
PSFR to ensure it is given adequate responsiveness to alleviate impacts
where feasible, while remaining focused on meeting water contract
obligations to the SCBID. In July of 2017, Reclamation was awarded
$400,000 of additional capability funds from Congress to gain a better
understanding of groundwater fluctuations observed in 2016 and identi-
fy achievable solutions. In addition to recent federal appropriated
dollars, OCR has committed $400,000 in 2017 to support groundwater
analyses using existing data, answer key questions related to water
ponding concerns at the Grant County Airport-Port of Moses Lake, and
work through necessary real estate actions; OCR’s financial support is
pending a final capital budget from the State Legislature.

Continued on Page 4 3



Potholes Reservoir Supplemental Feed Route Project

Continued from page 3

On August 2, 2017, Reclamation’s recently appointed Deputy Commissioner Alan Mikkelsen visited with Ephrata Reclamation Field Office Manage-

ment to discuss the PSFR. Commissioner Mikkelsen was well informed of issues regarding the PSFR project prior to his visit and recognized the necessity

of persistent project implementation to get water to the SCBID. Commissioner Mikkelsen's expertise with large irrigation projects and water-related

issues was and will continue to be an asset to the success of the PSFR.
What can you expect in 2017 and 2018?

Feed water will not be released until practical solutions to unanticipated effects are secured.

Reclamation and their partners will be examining potentially better alternatives to convey water from the Pinto Dam outlet works to the
Potholes Reservoir.

Reclamation and their partners will be assessing the applicability of accessing an estimated 6.5 million acre-feet of CBP seepage and wastewater
return flow that has accumulated in the Pasco Basin (USGS, 2016) to supplement the need to feed 500 CFS.

Reclamation will continue with necessary real estate actions.

Reclamation will do a better job at communicating project updates to the public, the Districts, agencies, tribes, and interested stakeholder

groups.

For more information regarding this or the PSFR project please contact Charity Davidson, Reclamation PSFR Project Manager at:

cndavidson@usbr.gov.
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Washington Grown Does Segment on (BDL and Project

Washington Grown, a local television program airing each weekend
on KOMO (Seattle), KSPS (Eastern Washington), and KIMA/KEPR
(Yakima/Pasco) tells the story of what Washington’s approximate 300
different crops contribute to meals, culture, the economy, and the global
community. With an educational purpose, the program explores a
number of different aspects of agriculture and the resulting products that
make it to our tables in a fun, relatable manner.

Last month, the League’s Executive Director, Vicky Scharlau, was inter-
viewed for a segment that will air later this fall about the Columbia Basin
Project and the League’s role advocating for the Project. The Columbia
Basin Project produces over 100 different crops and is responsible for $1
billion in economic impact within the state.

Around the Columbia Basin Project

ACTING COMMISSIONER TOURS PROJECT

East Columbia Basin Irrigation District welcomed Reclamation Acting
Commissioner Alan Mikkelsen and hosted a tour with Reclamation
officials on August 4.

Pictured from left to right are: Duaine Anderson, ECBID Board Member; Rob Skordas, Reclamation;
Clyde Lay, Reclamation; Amy Rodman, Reclamation; John McCourtie, ECBID; Alan Mikkelsen, Acting
Commissioner, Reclamation; Lorri Gray, Reclamation; Craig Simpson, ECBID (presenting to the
group); Tom Tebb, OCR.

DON OLSON OFFICE DEDICATION

In August, stakeholders gathered at the SCBID Wahluke Campsite locat-
ed south of Othello to dedicate the new office in memory of Don Olson.
Olson was a highly regarded, 30+ year veteran of SCBID and Reclamation.
He was the Watermaster at Wahluke from 1967 to 1997, and he was Opera-
tions Supervisor in Pasco from 1997 until he retired in 2004. The Don Olson

office was completed in 2016, replacing a smaller, inadequate building.




Film Fundraising Continues

Help Us Save on Mailing Costs!

Filming for the League’s short documentary, Waiting for Water, concluded
last month. The film will be used as an advocacy tool to motivate viewers
to learn more and ultimately to invest, maintain, and support the Project.
Planned for release later this year, remaining work on the film is primarily

Help us save on printing and mailing costs by opting

to receive an email version of this newsletter.

post-production editing followed by distribution. Additional funds are Visit www.cbdl.org to sign up, or send us an email:
still needed to complete this work. Consider a one-time donation to the
effort. Donors will be recognized in the film'’s credits. For more info or to info@cbdl.org.

donate visit cbdl.org.

Register Today for the Annual Conference!

Conference & 53rd Annual Meeting
The Columbia Basin Project: Continuing the Legacy
ATEC Building, Big Bend Community College
7662 Chanute St NE, Moses Lake, WA 98837

9:00 AM  Registration/Check-In
6:00 PM  Safe Journey Home

Register today using the enclosed registration form or online at cbdl.org.

Registration includes lunch and is $65 before October 19; $85 after.

Agenda to include:

Waiting for Water, CBDL's New, Short Documentary

Updates from Irrigation Districts and the Bureau of Reclamation

Potoles Supplemental Feed Route Update

Odessa Ground Water Replacement Program Construction and Funding Update
Odessa Ground Water Replacement Program Bridges Funding Options

Office of Columbia River: 10 Years of Water

Columbia River Treaty Update

Federal and State Government Affairs Update

T —
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Every once in a while, a new technology, an old problem, and a big idea turn into an innovation.”

-Dean Kamen, inventor

— 6



Sustaining

JR Simplot Company

Warden Hutterian Brethren

Premier

Washington State Potato Commission
Leadership

Lamb Weston

Major

Big Bend Electric Cooperative

City of Othello

Connell 76 LLC

Evergreen Implement

Grant County Commissioners
Underwriter

Adams County Board of Commissioners
Johnson Reaugh, LLC/ Johnson Agriprises
S & CRanching Inc

Supporter

East Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Marlin Hutterian Brethren

McGregor Company

Northwest Farm Credit Services
Payne West Insurance

Washington State Tree Fruit Association
Zirkle Fruit Company

Corporate

Ag Ventures NW

Ag World Support Systems

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Blue Sun Farms Inc

CHS Connell Grain

Friehe Farms

Inland Power & Light Company
KeyBank-Moses Lake

Lincoln County Commissioners
Nelson Irrigation Corp

Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Quincy Foods LLC

Stahl Hutterian Brethren

Twin City Foods, Inc.

Valley Fruit Orchards LLC

WA State Water Resources Association
Member

501 Consultants Inc

THANKS TO OUR 2017 MEMBERS

A Randall Dickinson

Abundancia LLC

Adams County Water Conservancy Board
AGRI/Com Appraisals
AgriBusiness Council

Alford Farms

Alligare LLC

Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc.
Anderville Farms Inc-Ellensburg
Association of Washington Business
Avista

Baird Orchards

Basic American Foods

Bee Dee Farms Inc

Benedict Farm

Berglund Farms

Big Bend Ag Appraisals

Bill Watson Farms, Inc.

Black Sands Irrigation District
Boersma Farms, Inc

BR Bair Farms Inc

Brett &Bryan LLC

Bruce & Diana Carlson Inc
Campbell Kirson Farms LLC
Canyon Crest Farms

Carnosi LLC

Carpenter McGuire & DeWulf PS
Cecelia Quirk

Cegnar Company

Central Bean Co

Central Bonded Collectors

City of Connell
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Cloudview

Columbia Agricultural Consultants Inc
Columbia Bank

Columbia Basin Hydropower
Columbia Basin Machine Co,, Inc.
Country Daze Inc

Country Financial

Crop Production Services

D&D Gilbert Farms

Dan Piper Farm

Dano Law Firm PS

Darrel A Kulm Ranches Inc
Della Kiesz

Don Beus

Donald C Burk - BWE

Donald Stucky

Douglas F Burk - BWE
Earthbourne Resources Inc
East Basin Ag LLC

EL & JH Ray Farms LLC
Erickson Orchards Inc

Field to Table Food Processing
Flying T LLC

Fode Land Co LLC

Franklin County Commissioners
Fresno Valves & Castings Inc
Giselle Wiederhielm Farm
Glen Bair Farms

Grange Supply Company of Odessa
Grant County EDC

Grant County PUD

Grigg Farms

H Lee Farms Inc

HDR Engineering Inc

Helena Chemical Company
Hendrix Farms LLC

Henry Field

Hilmes Construction Inc
Horning Bros LLC

Isaak Brothers

ITC Services, Inc.

J&E Schafer Farms Inc

J&S Myers Inc

Jack L Gilbert & Sons Inc
James Brodie

Janett & Associates LLC
Jeffers Danielson Sonn & Aylward, PS.
Johnston Property Management LLC
Jon & Sharon Fink

Jones Produce

J-U-B Engineers Inc

Kagele Family Farms LLC

Kelly Shinn

Kiesz Farms, Inc

L&L Ag Production LLC



Lad Irrigation Co

Lamb Weston

LaVerne Truman

Leffel Otis & Warwick PS

Lemargie Kenison Franz & Whitaker
Lenwood Farms Inc

Leroy & Shirley Welch

Lincoln County EDC

Lindcrest Ranch

Lyle Family Land LLC

Maiers Irrevocable Farming Trust

Mark Booker

Marvin and Neil Joint Venture

Mary Shinn

Matthew Kagele

McCain International / McCain Foods USA
McCrometer

McKay Seed Company

MCL Farms

Merle Gibbens

MGS AG Inc.

Middleton Family Farm

Mona Freriks

Moody Family

Moses Lake Air Service Inc

Moses Lake Irrigation & Rehabilitation District
Moses Lake Steel Supply

Moses Lake -Warden Air Service, Inc
Nancy Franz

National Frozen Foods Corporation - Moses Lake
National Frozen Foods Corporation - Quincy
Owl Lake LLC

P&P Farms

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association
Patty Kagele Farms Inc

Perkins & Zlatich CPAs PS

Pete Beaumont Farms LLC

Petrus Partners, Ltd.

Phillips Family Farms, LLC

Phillips Ranch Corp

Piper Ranch

Pomeroy Farms

Port of Moses Lake

Port of Pasco

THANKS TO OUR 2017 MEMBERS

Port of Royal Slope

Port of Warden/Grant County District #8
Prior Farms LLC

Qualls Agricultural Laboratory
R&JLyle LLC

R &L St. Hilaire LLC

Radach Farms Inc

RAFCO Inc

Rex Harder

RH2 Engineering Inc

Richard Erickson

Richard Quirk

Richard Stevens

RJ Circle Farms Inc

Rod Rottinghaus Farms
Rosebud Vineyards, Inc.

RP Stucky Properties LLC
Rubicon Water

Ryan Kniep Farms

SAC Enterprises Inc

Sackmann Law Office

SC Communications Inc
Schibel Farms Inc

Schneider Farms - Pasco LLC
Schroeder Law Offices PC
Schutte Farms Inc

Schwisow & Associates
Seed-Rite Inc

Shirley Yager

SIDEB Inc

Skone Irrigation Warden/Pasco
Soiltest Farm Consultants Inc
South Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Spectrum Communications Inc
Stokrose Farms Inc.

Sunset Farms Inc

Sutter Kunkle & Thompson PS
Templin Farm Service

Thomas Guderian

Tippett Company of Washington LLC
Tom Downs Farms

Treat Farms

Triple C Land Company
Underhill Farms Inc

Vernon & Marilyn Phillips

Viewpoint Bank

Voss Farms of Pasco LLC

Wacker Farm

Wajer Farms Inc

Walker Gravel LLC

Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Washington Fruit & Produce

Washington State - Office of Representative Joe
Schmick

Washington Winegrowers Association

Wes King Ranch

Wilbur Security Company

William Riley

Windflow Fertilizer Inc

Windy Prairie Inc

Reciprocal

Cashmere Chamber of Commerce

Ephrata Chamber of Commerce

Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Connell Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Othello Chamber of Commerce
Greater Spokane Incorporated

Moses Lake Chamber of Commerce

Odessa Chamber of Commerce

Pasco Chamber of Commerce

Quincy Valley Chamber of Commerce
Ritzville Area Chamber of Commerce

Soap Lake Chamber of Commerce
Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce
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